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In this issue: 

 

DECEMBER EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH 

On Tuesday, December 16, 2014, Sidney (Trey) F. Varn III was recognized as the December Employee of the 

Month. Trey has served as the Operations Supervisor at the Lake Murray WTP for more than seven years.  He 

constantly looks for ways to expand his knowledge in areas that will improve oversight in the facilities. Trey is a 

very humble supervisor who cares deeply for his staff.  Congratulations Mr. Sidney (Trey) F. Varn III.  

The Ringing of the Bells  

P.2 

27th Annual  
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration  
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City staff volunteered as bell ringers in an effort; to raise money for the Salvation  

Army, including Assistant City Manager, Allison Baker , Assistant to City  

Council, Libby Gober, and Police Chief William “Skip” Holbrook, Sr.  

 

The Red Kettle Christmas Campaign enabled the Salvation Army to provide food, 

toys and clothing to over six million people during the Christmas season and helped 

more than 34 million Americans recovering from all kinds of personal disasters  

nationwide.  

 

The Red Kettle campaign, first started in San Francisco in 1891, has traditionally 

been the Salvation Army's most prominent fundraiser.  

 Tina Saxon  in the death of her grandmother, Edna Patterson Saxon ,who passed away on Sunday,             

December 14, 2014. 

 

 Ned Woods Jr. in the death his parents Helen & Ned Woods, Sr. Services were held on  Saturday, December 

20, 2014.   

 

 Missy Caughman in the death of her sister, Cathy Odom who passed away.  The memorial was held on      

December 12, 2014. 

 

 Jonathan Parker in the death of his father, John Parker, who passed away on Wednesday, December, 24, 

2014. The service was held on Tuesday, December 30, 2014. 

 

 Jason Menchee in the death of his grandfather, Melvin Bryant, who passed away on Wednesday, December, 

24, 2014.  The service was held on Monday, December 29, 2014. 

 

 Retired Corporal David Ouellette in the passing of his sister, Amy Lynn La Rosa on December 21, 2014 

 

 Inv. Wayne Montgomery in the passing of his mother, Mrs. Marian Montgomery on December 27, 2014 

 

 Officer McNeill in the passing of his Mother-in-law, Ms. Pearl Ray Morris on January 5, 2015 

 

 

Please keep them in your thoughts during this difficult time. 

CONDOLENCES 

THE RINGING OF THE BELLS 
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BIRTH ANNONUCEMENTS  

 Kelly Leveck and his wife Amanda on the birth of their baby Knox. 

 

 Officer Kai Tull and his wife on the birth of their daughter, Laila Maria Tull, 

born on December 23, 2014 at 12:06 a.m., weighing 6 lbs. 12 oz.  

Columbia Fire Chief Aubrey D. Jenkins presented the Medal of Valor to Engineer Anthony Holloway and  

Firefighter Ronald Odom during a ceremony held on January 2 at the Columbia Metropolitan Convention  

Center.  Both Holloway and Odom were on the scene of a house fire attempting to make entry into a second 

floor window using a ground ladder to search for a child inside the heavily involved house fire; when the ladder  

collapsed and both fell from the ladder. Despite both firefighters receiving injuries they immediately got up and 

reestablished the ladder and made entry to the home to continue searching. The search ended after the child 

safely exited the home. 

 

Chief Jenkins said, “This exemplifies what the CFD stands for, to have the fortitude and bravery to push 

through an injury and fire conditions in an attempt to locate a possible victim.”   

 

Chief Jenkins also awarded several “Firefighter of the Year” awards: 

 

Battalion Chief Christopher Kip was awarded Chief Officer of the Year, Captain Ryan Gates was awarded  

Officer of the Year, Engineer Jacob Eller was awarded Engineer of the Year, Senior Firefighter Chris Ford was 

awarded Senior Firefighter of the Year, Firefighter Chris Corely was awarded Firefighter of the Year, Captain 

Michael Snedden was awarded Volunteer Firefighter of the Year and Ms. Cynthia LeFebvre was awarded  

Support Staff of the Year. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT STAFF RECOGNIZED  

Christopher Kip 
Chief Officer of the Year 

Jacob Eller 
Engineer of the Year 

Cynthia LeFebyre 
Support Staff of the Year  

Ryan Gates 
Officer of the Year  

Chris Ford 
Senior Firefighter of the Year  

Anthony Holloway 
Medal of Valor  

Ronald Odom 
Medal of Valor  
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27TH ANNUAL DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. CELEBRATION  

The City of Columbia and the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Foundation announced the 27th Annual Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration will be held on Monday, January 19, 2015, at 4 p.m. at the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Park and Community Center, 2300 Greene Street. 
 
Columbia Urban League President and Chief Executive Officer James T. 
McLawhorn, Jr. will be the keynote speaker. The celebration will also 
include performances from A. C. Flora High School Gospel Ensemble, 
The Brotherhood of First Nazareth Baptist Church and Jonathan  
Cannon, a Dutch Fork High School junior. 
 
The celebration will also include a Wreath Laying Ceremony to  
commemorate the historic marker honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
at 3:06 p.m. at the corner of Harden and Greene streets. Members of the Alpha Psi Lambda and Omicron Iota 
Lambda chapters of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. will lead the ceremony. 
 
On Saturday, January 17, 2015, the Omicron Iota Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. and  
Bridging the Gap With Alpha, Inc. will hold the 25th Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. 5K Run/Fitness Walk at 9 
a.m. at Martin Luther King, Jr. Park located at 2300 Greene Street.  
 
The fee is $30 (with T-shirt) or $25 (without the T-shirt). Proceeds from the race will benefit the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Memorial Foundation and The Alpha Academy.  
 
Olympic-style medals will be awarded to the first three male and female finishers in 13 age divisions. Proceeds 
from the race will benefit the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Foundation and The Alpha Academy.  
 
For more information about the 27th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration, contact Shireese M. Bell at 
803-545-3100 or smbell@columbiasc.net, or visit www.columbiasc.net. 

YOUTH AND COMMUNITY LEADERS FORUM 

The Community Relations Council (CRC), in collaboration with the City of Columbia, hosted a Youth and  
Community Leaders Forum on Tuesday, Dec. 16 at the Columbia Police Department (CPD) Headquarters, 1  
Justice Square. Mayor Steve Benjamin welcomed the attendees and the City’s CPD and Parks and Recreation 
staff participated and served as subject matter experts.  
 
“The roundtable discussion brought both large, small, new and veteran 
youth organizations together to discuss youth advocacy, mentoring and 
youth job creation. The objective is to focus on creating a healthier and 
safer community for children and youth. This roundtable was the first of a 
series of Community Relations Council youth focus events to come,” 
DeAnna Bookert, Program Manager, Community Relations Council.  
 
"As a city, we are committed to providing quality resources and programs 
to our youth,” City Manager Teresa Wilson stated. “Our staff are dedicated 
to serving our children and to offering opportunities to partner with local youth organizations."  
 
CRC's Youth Initiative uses innovative and collaborative programs to reach young people in school and  
community center settings that enhance self-esteem and positive learning opportunities. Their ultimate goal is to 
assist today’s youth in becoming productive and wholesome citizens in the larger community.  

mailto:smbell@columbiasc.net
http://www.columbiasc.net
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CCN  HOLIDAY DROP– IN 

CPD SPECIAL OPERATIONS HOLIDAY DROP– IN 

PUBLIC WORKS HOLIDAY DROP– IN & UGLY SWEATER CONTEST   

CPD HOLIDAY DROP– IN  
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Marli Drum, 

I want to compliment two of your excellent employees, Veronica Paxton, Animal  

Services Tech I and Marion Faltesek, Animal Services Tech II . Both went to great lengths to help 

me pick the right shelter dog to adopt. They both went the extra mile to ensure that I got the right 

dog to fit my family needs . I believed  the quality of service that I received from your employees is 

a testament to your leadership. 

 

 

 

 

Thanks, 

Larry D. McCall  

Code Enforcement Unit 

Chief Code Enforcement Officer 

Columbia Police Department 

Job Well Done! 



 7 

 



 8 

 



 9 

 



 10 

 



 11 

 

Public Relations, Marketing and Media Department 

pio@columbiasc.net  P: 803-545-3020  F: 803-343-8719 

 The City of Columbia Offices will be closed on Monday, January 19, 

2015 in observance of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday.  

https://twitter.com/CityofColumbia
https://www.facebook.com/CityofColumbia?fref=ts
http://pinterest.com/wearecolumbia/
http://thecityofcolumbia.tumblr.com/
https://plus.google.com/app/basic/104408742813918380584/about?cbp=1xees9l23wrso
http://www.youtube.com/ColumbiaSCGovernment
http://instagram.com/wearecolumbia
http://www.linkedin.com/company/32254?trk=tyah&trkInfo=tas%3Acity%20of%20columbi%2Cidx%3A1-1-1

